STATUTES AT LARGE

over flow, situate in one or more counties in this State, may form
a drainage district for the purpose of having such lands reclaimed
and protected from the effects of water, for sanitary or agricultural
purposes, or when the same may be conducive to the public health,
convenience or welfare, or of public utility or benefit, by drainage
or otherwise, and for that purpose the said Sinking Fund Commis-
sion, or a majority of the owners, or the owners of a majority of
the acreage of said lands may make and sign a petition, in which shall
be stated the name of the proposed drainage district, and the num-
ber of years the same is to continue; the boundaries of the proposed
drainage district; the names so far as known, and the last known
postoffice address of the owners of lands in said district, together
with the approximate number of acres owned by each; when the
name or postoffice address of the owners of any said lands is un-
known to the petitioners shall be set out in said petition; said petition
shall further state that the owners of the lands within said district
whose names are subscribed to said petition are willing to and do
obligate and bind the lands owned by them situated in the proposed
drainage district to pay the tax or taxes which may be .assessed
against their respective lands to pay the expense of organizing and
of making and maintaining the improvements that may be necessary
to effect the reclamation of said lands, so formed into a drainage
district, and to drain and protect the same from the effects of water,
and said petition shall contain a prayer asking that the lands de-
scribed therein be declared a drainage district under the provisions
of this Article; said petition may be signed by the Sinking Fund
Commission, or by a majority of the owners, or the owners of a
majority of the acreage of said lands, or same be signed by both
said Commission and owners of lands. After said petition has been
so signed the same shall be filed in the office of the Clerk of the
Court of Common Pleas of the county in which such lands or the
greater part thereof are situate: Provided, That no drainage district
shall be formed and no levy of assessments and no bonds issued
under the provisions of this Chapter shall be had or done until an
election thereon has been had under the direction of the Commis-
sioners of State and County Elections in the County in which said
drainage district is proposed to be formed, taxes levied or bonds
issued, after giving at least twenty-one (21) days' public notice of
such election, fully stating the territory to be embraced in said dis-
trict to be formed, the excess amount of taxes to be levied or the
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